The

Fyansford Common



The Fyansford Common, a large scenic reserve located in the heart of
Fyansford, bounded on three sides by the Moorabool River and to the
north by the main Fyansford road, is a verdant, magnificent centrepiece
of this historic township.

Located barely 3 kilometres from Geelong, on the main route to the
western district, this large recreational facility favoured by walkers,
joggers, dog handlers, bird-watchers and casual cyclists pulses with
natural wildlife.

The location has considerable historical significance - for Australia’s first
indigenous inhabitants, early settlers and local farming / industrial
workers. More recently it has become, with the development of large
residential estates, home to an ever-growing community of
contemporary commuters.
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Fyansford common is a great place to start your walk / cycle
/ skateboard circuit (clockwise or anticlockwise) with a
lunch stopover at the Fyansford pub almost mandatory for
some.

Breakwater

My recommendation for ‘beginners’ is to start at the carpark,
proceed down the west side of the river, crossover at Queens
Park bridge and return along the east bank of river;
following the walk with a picnic lunch under the trees in the
common (pavilion and toilets available).
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A walk bridge that crosses the Barwon river

Courtesy City of Greater Geelong
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Fyansford Common is a large and scenic reserve with excellent walking tracks, views
and public toilets. The common is also an off-lead area for dogs.

As an important link in the Barwon River parklands chain, the area has strong
environmental significance.
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There is a lot of information on the internet about the Fyansford
Common and it really helps visitors to become more informed before
exploring our beautiful location.

The following article is based on a 1988 document by Mr. N. Gugger
(Source: The Gugger Documents) or A Shire of Bannockburn historical document).


https://www.fyansford.com/the-gugger-documents
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13uMRwHNulv2gcRYvCxxdD9NVBSht7B1X/view

EYANSFORD GRAZING LEASE

At the turn of the twentieth century, :
residents of Fyansford took out a =%
grazing lease of approximately fifty lou
acres from Crown Lands situated South
and South East of the Fyansford Hotel.
The reason being that if a family had a
place to graze a couple of cows it would
be a big financial help in raising their
family with milk, cream and butter.

As the township enlarged, permission was granted to residents West of the Moorabool River
at a weekly rate to also graze cows there. Their arrangements worked smoothly for many
years - until such time when part of the land was purchased by the Australian Portland
Cement works.

Fyansford 1915

More families moved into the area and were employed at the Paper mill, Cement Works and
Quarries so more homes were built. This necessitated boundaries, also a quota of cattle had
to be imposed, causing some ill feeling. Some residents, who thought they were harshly
treated, complained to the Crown Lands Department who then investigated the Committee of
Management rules and regulations. The Crown Lands Department informed the
complainants that the grazing lease was being run efficiently as noxious weeds were
controlled, fencing kept in repair and top dressing as required.




In the year 1929, permission was requested and granted from
the Crown Lands Department for approximately one acre of
land, for the purpose of planting Lambertiana Cyprus trees.
The area was fenced and trees planted; a Member pf
Parliament was present at the planting, plus all locals, who
planted trees. Afterwards a delicious afternoon tea, supplied by
the resident ladies, was enjoyed by all.

Some Norfolk Island Pines were planted in the main street, the
following week; the strike not being very successful but the
Lambertiana Cyprus trees were 100% successful and are
today lovely huge trees.

By Clive Rose FynsfordCa 1920s

During the Second World War, the Committee loaned several hundred dollars, interest free,
for the duration of the war, for the war effort.

As the years passed and times became more prosperous, due to daily deliveries of milk and
increased grazing rental, local interest waned in grazing cattle so it was decided, in 1981,
that the Fyansford Grazing Lease would end. Today the area is being controlled by the Shire
of Corio. Qver the years some of the office bearers were:- Wilks, Spencer-Clarke, Synot,

Harvey, Gugger, Rumpf, DeGoldi, McMillan and McNaughton.

MR. NORMAN GUGGER, FYANSFORD




" 1861 (published 1863), detai, Geological Survey Map of Victoria.
Source: Public Record Office Victoria
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Dept. of Lands & Survey 1931
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These fascinating and relevant historic relics from not-so-long-ago
were given to Fyansford.com
by a sharing, caring local, Dianne Higgins.
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Peter McCann Memorj%

On the NE side of the common is a delightful cluster of native trees; one
that immediately takes the walker with imagination back to earlier
times - to the ‘sound’ of underfoot bark echoing your tread, the ‘smell’
of Australian woodlands, the ‘sight’ of peeling bark and sundried leaves
and the unique ‘feel’ on an extra-hot day that is familiar to those who
have trekked the wild country during summers past.

This is the Peter McCann Memorial Grove - in memory of an earlier
pioneer; one who truly left his mark on Fyansford. It could well be said
he changed the face of our community with the hilltop silos becoming an
immediately recognisable tourist landmark; one that welcomed
returning travellers letting them know they were ‘nearly home’.
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Site No. Street/Site Name . Town/Suburd Posﬁ:g_dt
Kelimes Ce Hyland Strest I Fyansford 18221 |
Site Name | GC Peter M, McCann Memorial Grove |

escription

The site is a relatively flat area of land covered with numerous (recently planted) eucapylus and She-oak trees,
The northern boundary abuts the Hamilton Highway and the southern boundary is adiacent to the Fyansford river
Eals. To the west Is the Fyansfard Holel, bottleshap and parking area. There Is a simple sign constructed of two

eated pine poles and two flal boards on which ‘Peler M McCann Memorial Grove'is written. A fencs of treated
in@ poles surrrounds the site.

|History
This Is thought to be the sita, or near the site, of Captain Foster Fyans home from 1837 until 1840. Fosler Fyans
rrivad in Geelong on B June 1837, He arrived on foot and first established himself in a slab hut, under a Union
ceiling, above the junction of the Barwon and Mooraboo) Rivers, at what became Fyansford, He began a
rt Phillip District and Victorian career which included being the first Police Magistrate and the Commissioner of
rown Lands, and later, Mayor and deputy sherifi. He lived on or near this location when he was appainted as
e first Commissioner of Crown Lands for the Porttand District. Three huts of wood slabs were erected for the
of Works, three constables and Captain Fyans.”  There is no longer any evidence of their existance
bove ground.
story continued under Comparzative Listings on page 4.
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GREATER GEELONG OUTER AREAS HERITAGE STUDY: STAGE 2

Site No. Streot/Site Name Town/Suburb Postcode
PO 51 | Hyland Streel I Fyansford || 3221 |
rass Sits Name [GC Peter M.McCann Memarial Grova,

Comparative Listings

History continued. Ceptain Fyans described his site thus, “... proceeding to the junclion of Ihe rivars Marrobaol
and Barrowon, a distance of three miles, to one of the most beaullful valleys in the world, ever after known
Fyans Ford. The change put our party to considerable trouble and labor lost; but we are not (o grumble, and so
we went, culling, sawing, and working. So anxicus were the men to get housed that In a short time the huls
were in pragress, ... For about two years and a half, | resided in this beautiful valley. The hut afforded good
accammadation; had two rooms, not very large, only ten feet square each, but sufficiently $o for the times. The
chimney was prodigious: an the ald Sydney plan, made of wood, with a remarkably graceful bend thrawn from
the bullding. This was my home, and how happy and comfortable people by prudence can make themsetves, by
attending timely to wants|

Mrs Brenda McCann, wife of the late Peter M McCann (Ill} dedicated the last tree planted at the official opening
caramony 17 Oct 1986, on this site to commemorate the establishment of the Peler McCann Raserva in
Fyansford,

Statement of Cultural Significance
The Peter McCann Memorial Grove not individually significant but is within the Fyans Precinct.
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I can’t help but wonder, “Why the surrounding cyclone fence?”



I'd hate to think this small parcel of historic landscape
has moved into the hands of some developer;

to be passed on to the highest bidder for the most profitable venture.
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	The following article is based on a 1988 document by Mr. N. Gugger (Source: The Gugger Documents) or A Shire of Bannockburn historical document).

