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The Fyansford Common, a large scenic reserve located in the heart of 

Fyansford, bounded on three sides by the Moorabool River and to the 

north by the main Fyansford road, is a verdant, magnificent centrepiece 

of this historic township.  

Located barely 3 kilometres from Geelong, on the main route to the 

western district, this large recreational facility favoured by walkers, 

joggers, dog handlers, bird-watchers and casual cyclists pulses with 

natural wildlife.   

The location has considerable historical significance - for Australia’s first 

indigenous inhabitants, early settlers and local farming / industrial 

workers. More recently it has become, with the development of large 

residential estates, home to an ever-growing community of 

contemporary commuters.  



 

 

 

Fyansford common is a great place to start your walk / cycle 

/ skateboard circuit (clockwise or anticlockwise) with a 

lunch stopover at the Fyansford pub almost mandatory for 

some. 

My recommendation for ‘beginners’ is to start at the carpark, 

proceed down the west side of the river, crossover at Queens 

Park bridge and return along the east bank of river; 

following the walk with a picnic lunch under the trees in the 

common (pavilion and toilets available).  
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There is a lot of information on the internet about the Fyansford 

Common and it really helps visitors to become more informed before 

exploring our beautiful location.  

 

 

The following article is based on a 1988 document by Mr. N. Gugger 
(Source: The Gugger Documents) or A Shire of Bannockburn historical document). 

 

  

https://www.fyansford.com/the-gugger-documents
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13uMRwHNulv2gcRYvCxxdD9NVBSht7B1X/view
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These fascinating and relevant historic relics from not-so-long-ago 

were given to Fyansford.com 

by a sharing, caring local, Dianne Higgins. 
 



 

On the NE side of the common is a delightful cluster of native trees; one 

that immediately takes the walker with imagination back to earlier 

times – to the ‘sound’ of underfoot bark echoing your tread, the ‘smell’ 
of Australian woodlands, the ‘sight’ of peeling bark and sundried leaves 

and the unique ‘feel’ on an extra-hot day that is familiar to those who 

have trekked the wild country during summers past.  

This is the Peter McCann Memorial Grove - in memory of an earlier 

pioneer; one who truly left his mark on Fyansford. It could well be said 

he changed the face of our community with the hilltop silos becoming an 

immediately recognisable tourist landmark; one that welcomed 

returning travellers letting them know they were ‘nearly home’.   



 



 



 

 



 

  



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

I can’t help but wonder, “Why the surrounding cyclone fence?” 

  



 

 

 

 

I’d hate to think this small parcel of historic landscape  

has moved into the hands of some developer;  

to be passed on to the highest bidder for the most profitable venture. 
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